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eee. as ay Sai te ae by Art Meuch* 


‘the Eaeple ee the United Siasas think eee are the ees gdianted in the worlds Yet 
millions of our people sincerely believe that inflation is painless to everyone - 
that we can raise:our level of living by sending our goods:-to foreign lands while 
refusing to accept their. goods in exchange. They believe that all our farmers are 
helpisss individuals who must be supported by the Government.- that the middleman 
gets all the profits - that the speculator sets the price =- that overproduction 
Causes a depression - that the value of a dollar never changes - that a corporation 
tax is not paid. by individuals. - that you can raise big Gh AB se ty Aa raising prices. 


PG, 36 strange but iene that the same folks who urge the Government ue get out of 
‘business, at the same time, ask the Government to buy some of their goods to main- 
tain high prices, They are willing to give their lives because they believe in 
free enterprise - but urge their congressmen to put a tariff on goods which com- 
pete with thoirs. (These tariffs are not confined to goods between countries, but 
between States as wells) They curse the Government for increasing the Federal debt 
and croating inflation = but vote for the man that promises lower taxes, higher 
wagos, highor prices, and higher pensions e.. bes 


' These aro controversial issuose It was not so long ago that when an oxtension work 
: er discussed these -issues he was. doclared out-of-bounds =~ and if he was a county 
 agont he risked boing relieved of his jobe Times have changed’ Tho people no long- 
er throaten county agents with dire consequences for discussing public problems ~ 
more likely the reverse is truce. Witnoss on editorial from the Hardin (Iowa) 
County Times on a eeuene a County , Agont” Wis Ole was published in Farm.Policy Forum 
. LI quote: 


5 ee 


“ee tho new county extonsion director coming to Hardin County finds him- 
solf dealing with. many farmers almost as woll trained tochnically.as ho is. 
Furthermore he finds that thoir primary interest is, for tho most part, 
in dovoloping botter social and political tools with which to solve prob- 
loms in agriculture in a highly organized and highly complex world sociotys 
They are no longer satisficod with having their adult -cducation programs. 
built araund the latest bulletins on blights, Bang's discaso, or how to 
“cobble a dressing table out of a peach crates It is ‘so much easicr and 
safer to go stolidly down the woll-known furrow of more and more test tube 
research and avoid those controversial political and-social problems that 
are the real hoart of present ‘day farm problemse Attacking these probloms 
takes courage, but without that courago the extonsion education program 
will interest fewor and fowor farmors,than it:shoulde he place of the 
college and its field staff wilt be taken by other lesg woll trained byt | 
more practical minded groupse" 


‘And it might well have boen added that most of those "practical minded" groups 
would have a program of their own to soll through this "oducational" processe 


* Profossor of Agricultural Economics, Michigan State College, Bast Lansing, Miche 
(Presented at Extonsion Conferonce, Univorsity of Nobraskay Nove 2, 1950.) 
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can be determined it is well to know what is involved in public policy edu at: 


At a conference of a small group of State and Federal extension workers in 


We should be reminded also “of one oe eho, Npomoniat rks' in the hist 
evidenced _by the courageous report in 1944 of the Committee on Post 


port dealt boldly with a number of policy problems including aatueene 
cultural production, agricultural prices, tenure conservation, rural 1 
social facilities, and the role of farm people in policy makings In 1945 th 
mittee spelled out very specifically challenges to resident instruct oa 
ment Bee and extension Services ene Be petal ale were © : 


le That as of setensien workers, baneo lal ly county worters ses ag 
*S be so adjusted that agents would have more time for problems in 
“DLrelda;ot public Perteys . Mae 
ce That in the training and selection of personnel, more weight be 
to competence in social studies». It was also suggested that 
Extension Service training in these fields be provided and that 
‘leave of absence for eae ass study. Be considered.» it 


3e That an organized program of Senn discussion Sootinee for. doth 
adults and young PeoR ta, be initiated. 


4 That a personise Biren rouponeter tty for assombling, digesting 
disseminating to the extension staff new material and informa ti 
concerning public policy as related to agriculturo. a 
5e That administrative protection and financial support for county — 
extension be such that an expanded aE ne in this field woure » 
Aoi aken ah Die 


Lest we forget, let me emphasize that education in public policy must not o 
the: importance of productions Productivity, indeed, is the key to plenty. 
blades of grass where one grew before” is still a good slogane Let us recogn 
however, that the physical sciences have progressed far more rapidly than the | 
social sciences, The gap must be closed — not ‘by losing ground in: production 

cation, but tae gaining ground in public policy bith ar 


Scope and Objectives 


I am sure that it is no longer a question of whether we will deal with pub 
lems affecting agriculture, but rather how we will deal with them. But b 


Public problems are those oe cannot he solved by individual action. The 


action agreed upon becomes the "policye"” Government action (local, State, 
Federal) is often, but not necessarily, involved. ’ pa 


, 


ton, De Coy in 1949, four objectives for public policy education were outli e 
follows: - 


To develop in individuals. 
le An active interest in eee policy problemse 


Bey AgD understanding of the issues and the principles involved. re 


ne issues Pill Boban! ay Aiea “ Our task is ee ae 
peer’ the oil of such | issues but re, present all of the 


‘should ‘be padigndeca ey She de duivelon: of Bublia’ Slay issues 
involves not only scientific facts and Riiee ag daa but ethical © 
homes as. iba dea te ee 


Sete son « as a wholes Effective Pea ate ie will involve 
assignment of: definite sa teat aia mhe SEER SEO, aay hoa 


Special emphasis in this field of work should be given to the 
election of significant problems and policies and to the timing 
t sad aoa work Sethe eal to those Sh ea and Se rote 
ees Rie of oat alg ee orci is that thoy are ae qualified G0. 
thin the scope of these objectivos and principles. To bo sure, somoone 
te. level must have a broad‘background of training in the social scionces. 
st call upon the services: of many spccialists = the sociologist, tho 
scientist, the economist, and perhaps evon tho lawyor and the doctore - 

th the proper ‘written materials, visual aids and other educational do-. 
axtension spocialist or county agent can make a real contribution in 

cy. education provided he meots four important qualifications: (1) Ex- 
oie ane with, pooplo, (2). the Capea to Lone and develop discussion» 


- : fa 


Bauectional Mothods. 


ono "host" way to carry on. peconeten in shai pol toys The lecture 
soful aif usod by one who himself thoroughly grasps the probloms and has 


+ ‘a it fei RS, aK i i 
the sven si 6 ebananne een grasp ‘to Behera) To uch oe 
placed on this method, as lecturers can "get by" especially | f quest 


askede It should not be a matter of how much a lecturer can *unloa 
how much the listeners. can take away and use» The lecture method wil. oC 
be used but emphasis must be placed on making it more effective in arous 
interest and raising questions. One effective way of doing this is tous 
alternative courses of action that may be taken to attack a probleme - 
sound principles the probable results of each oan be picturode Mo st of +t 
will be able to separate the pepe from the “goatso" 3 


small groups of 25 or lesse “Since this nate bong ieee of oxchanging : 
individuals, and the raising of questions relating to obscure points, it 
a cloarer understanding, and stimulation of the thinking processes In add 
encourages taking part in mootings, in expression, and finally general de: 10 
participatione Discussion is not limited to organized meetings but may bo 
direct contact with individuals. Discussion, therefore, rates high as an 
tional method on topics of public Chinon! 


Organized discussion requires lendoren ing Bxtension workors will find that it 
important to train leaders in the art of discussion as woll as to pooseve 

suitable for discussione In order to reach the masses it will bo necessary 
provide short, readable pamphlets or fact shects that can be used in meet 
out the presence of a specialist. 


Do not overlook the obpombnrdin of using moving pictures, slides, and oth 
aids - and don't underestimate the importance of the radio and the press 
lating interest in public policy problems or for Pr eRen facts in an ed 
programe . 


It is especially desirable to bring many viewpoints together in a discuss 
Public policy is often described as the relationship of man and his community, I 
is important that the farmer, the laborer, the storekeeper and the manufacture 
understand each other's problems, and aany Shey learn how dependent he é 
each othere bat 


Wie must recognize that farmers and others do not see the noed for discuss 
international trade, monetary-fiscal policy or social securitye They may 
confine their efforts to local problems such as roads, schools, drainage, o: 
hospitalse The solution to these problems is important. Discussion ther 

should be encouragede It may be necessary by subtle means to arouse inters 
the problems that seem far away - problems that perhaps are the most import: 
determining whether we will continue to'be a free people, enjoy a high lev 
living, and be able to pass on this heritage: to our children.e This opport 
often arises in connection with outlook, marketing, or farm management mee 
Too often we don't recognize the oponing = and miss the boat. : 


Cone laston 


important, We have the democratic way of life - the people make the deci 
determine the broad policies important to thoir welfare. It is vital that p 
make wise decisions. ‘The job of the extonsion worker is twofold. Ho must deo 
leadership in tho community ond he must educate others in the comunity, | 


{> 


. ast recognize: HEnBe farm leaders dan? t eet very far ahead of the 
y represent, Most politicians want to be statesmen - but they have to 

, This.should be called to the attention of the citizen, It will 

ate to him that he can translate discussion into action - that he can in- 
public policy - Rewen his vote, his letters to his congressmen, and 

is -tacal. resolutions" that ‘influence the activitios of national organi- 


¢ 


the iS apes Sheet of tthe extension worker to tell Saye whet to thinks 
Imowe He might bo "dead right" and still be a "dead duck” when those 
reed took action. Making the headlines is not always the best way to 

ate Public policy is dynamic, If he tells them what to think today 
yee apply tomorrows Not long ago the President of the United States was 
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ee will be able to mako wiser decisions evon though the satuetion 


firm foundation for new educational expericncess Established community 
‘serve tho purpose and may have somo advantages over a new spocial- 
organization, However, this involves a danger that the "roal”™ lcadors may 
yokede They are not always tho officors of farm organizationse Thoy may 
farmers, the banker, the preacher, the teacher, the oditor, or a store~ 
The county agent usually knows who they areo A sorics of lessons on 

1 s underlying public policy decisions with the real leaders of tho commun- 
Bey bigger Succes than A ee to roach eveoryono. 


ssuos = not personaliticss Peoplo may be wrong = but don't question their 
or their right to their opinion, They may not know what parity is ~ but 
old on its fairness and will defend it with vigor. 


et, either, that extension workers can't get very far ahead of their 
torse The administration must expect that regardless of the amount of 
iven county workers, specialists and supervisors, there will be somo 
ons as they go into the field to deal with controversial subjects. 
will be misunderstood and mistakes will be madee Wo have had this ox- 
ne with State and county workerse It is well that this bo recognized 


isthe Whothor Iawes if ‘en ors, to cite only ono. oxamp 


rather than cooperators | i ward: affairs will have some influone on 


of the world in respect to war, ‘peacd, ‘and the well boing of net 
ovor as woll as inna, ARATE in ‘their own communitios » ee f 


Agricul tural Jxueneton aieeee have | boned thomselvos to ‘on. ‘dna 
ficult task in the field of public policy educations -Nover have oxto) 
faced a groator and more ileecinom aces ohn Teac Ree MT ENT aa 


' iF Fey ab ai ' “ Ye Sal ag 


v 
‘ 
{ 4, oan 
“ 
‘ 
ae | 
7 
4 
. 
. ty 
- 
| OF 
BY 
ae 
é r- - # 
. 
n i % 
AS % 3 
7 
i 
‘ 
x 
f 
‘ 
5 
i] es 
i 
- 
i 
- 
. 
“«* ‘A 
Ly : 
* 
1 
‘ 
P 
* ‘ 
, 
y | 
* 
bees - 
im Se ” 
} { pes 
DATE . hk a 
va 
rl , 
! ‘ ‘ 
iM 
é iy 


